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Abstract

The objectives of this research were: 1) to explore social and economic conditions of the rice
farmers; 2) to study their rice production and their knowledge of rice pest management; 3) to gain an
insight in to the farmers’ pest management; 4) to explore the farmers’ problems and suggestions of
integrated rice pest management; and 5) to study extension guidelines on integrated rice pest
management. The population consisted of 260 rice farmers in the crop year of 2019/20 in Tung Chang
District, Nan Province. The 158 sample size was based on Taro Yamane (1973) formula with 5 % variation.
Structured interviews were used to collect data. Statistics used in data analysis included frequency,
percentage, average, minimum, maximum, standard deviation and ranking. The results indicated that most
of the farmers were male with the average age of 56.48 years and finished primary school. The average
number of their household members was 3 .5 1. Most of the farmers were customers the Bank for
Agriculture and Agricultural Cooperatives (BAAC). The average number of labor was 1.93 .The average of
rice production area was 11.51 rai. Regarding the rice production conditions, rice was grown in clay soil in
lowland areas, and RD6 was the rice variety grown in the form of dry rice fields. Rice blast disease, brown
plant hopper, little ironweed were found. With regard to integrated rice pest management, 85.83% of the
farmers used the cultural control method the most with chemical control, natural substance, and used
the resistant and diverse varieties. The problem was a lack of readiness for integrated rice pest
management. With regard to extension guidelines of farmers, there were needs for a body of knowledge
about integrated rice pest management through group extension and demonstration, and the farmers

needed continuous training in integrated rice pest management.

Keywords: Extension guidelines, Integrated rice pest management, Tung Chang District, Nan Province
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